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Law No. (6) of Year 1994
Regarding The Crimes Pertaining To
The Safety of Aircraft And Aviation

- Following perusal of the

Constitution,

- Law No. (16) of year 1960

concerning promulgating the Penal Law

and its amending Laws,

- Law No. (17) of year 1960 regarding

promulgating the Penal Procedures & Trials

Law and its amending Laws,

- Law No. (26) of year 1969 on

Establishing the State Security Court, and

as amended by the Decree-Law No. (10) of

year 1991,

- Decree-Law No. (19) of year 1979 on

Approving La Hague Convention for the

Suppression of Unlawful Seizure on board

the Aircraft, the Decree-Law No. (62) of

year 1979 on Approving the Joining of the

State Kuwait in the Convention for the

Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the

Safety of Aviation, and

- Decree-Law No. (64) of year 1979 on

Approving the joining of the State of

Kuwait to the Convention on Offences and

Certain Other Acts Committed on board the

Aircraft,

The National Assembly has approved

this Law, and we ratified and promulgated

same.

Article (1)

Unless otherwise provided for herein,

the following expressions shall bear the

meaning corresponding to them:

A- Aircraft: Any means used or

prepared for aviation or navigation in air or

space.

B- In flight: The aircraft shall be in flight
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once all its external doors are closed

after the boarding of passengers or

loading until these doors are opened for

exit of passenger or unloading. In case of

emergency landing, the aircraft shall

continue to be deemed in an in flight

state until the concerned authorities take

responsibility of the aircraft and the

persons and properties on board.

C- Service period: The aircraft shall be

deemed in service once the ground

services workers or the crew starts its

preparation for a certain flight until the

elapse of twenty four hours after any

landing thereof. The service period shall

be extended to include the whole period

in which the aircraft is in flight as

described in paragraph (B) of this article.

D- Airport Perimeter: Means the airport

and the facilities supervising the control

and organizing the movement in the

State's airspace and the area surrounding

the above and prepared for passengers

and vehicles waiting.

Article (2)

Any person shall be punished by

provisional imprisonment for not less than

Seven years if willfully committed one of

the following acts:

A- Performs an act of violence against

any person on board any aircraft in

flight, if such act of violence is likely to

endanger the safety of such aircraft.

B- Places or causes to be placed on an

in-service aircraft a device or substance

which is likely to destroy such aircraft,

or to cause damage thereto rendering it

incapable of flying or endangering its

safety if in-flight.
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C- Performs any act which is likely to

destroy or damage the airport perimeter

facilities or interfere in their operation,

thus endangering the aircraft in-flight.

D- Communicates information, knowing

the information to be false thereby

endangering the safety of any in-flight

aircraft.

Article (3)

Any person shall be punished by

provisional imprisonment for not less than

Ten years if he unlawfully uses force or

threatens to use force or any other coercive

means to hijack an aircraft in flight or gain

control over the aircraft to change its

destination. If this action is performed in

conjunction with forcing any passenger to a

different destination, the penalty shall be

increased to life imprisonment or temporary

imprisonment for not less than ten years.

Article (4)

If any of the crimes specified in the two

forgoing articles leads to the injury of any

person, damage of the aircraft or any of the

airport perimeter facilities, the penalty shall

be increased to death or life imprisonment.

In all cases, the criminal shall be sentenced

to pay the value of the damaged items. If

any of these crimes leads to the death of

any person, the death penalty shall be

applied.

Article (5)

Any person shall be punished by

imprisonment for more than Five years

and/or fine not exceeding Five Thousand

Kuwaiti Dinars if he had knowledge of an

attempt to commit any of the crimes
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specified in the foregoing articles and does

not convey such information to the

concerned authorities and whoever assists

the criminal to escape by hiding thereof,

concealing or destroying the evidence, or

concealing the tools used or intended to be

used in committing the crime. The penalty

may be aggravated for not more than its

double if the crime is committed during

wartime or if the material laws are declared.

Article (6)
Any criminal shall be exempted of the

penalties on crimes indicated in this law if
he reports the crime to the authorities prior
to embarking on executing the crime or
informs thereof about the occurrence of the
crime and those who took part therein
before investigations and inspection. If this
information is conveyed to the authorities
after the inception of investigations and
inspection, this information must lead to the
apprehension of the other criminals or the
committers of another crime of same type
and gravity.

Article (7)
As exclusion from the provisions of

Article (83) of the Penal Law, it is not
permitted when applying Article (4) hereof
to reduce the death penalty for life
imprisonment, nor reduce the life
imprisonment for less than the maximum
limit of temporary imprisonment
punishment.

Furthermore, ruling in favor of

suspending the execution of pronouncing

the judgment or abstaining from same is not

permitted.

Article (8)

The Court of State Security shall be

charged with hearing the crimes stated in

this law as well as the crimes related

thereto.
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Article (9)
Subject to the provisions of Articles (11)

& (12) of the Penal Law, the provisions of

this law shall be applicable to the crimes

stated herein regardless of the place

wherever they are committed in the

following cases:

A- If the crime is committed against or on

board an aircraft registered in the State

of Kuwait or on an aircraft chartered by

a lessee whose registered business

address or residence is located in the

State of Kuwait.

B- If the crime is likely to endanger an

aircraft chartered as indicated in Para

(A) of this article.

C- If the aircraft, on board of which the

crime has been committed, landed in the

State of Kuwait with the criminal still

on board.

D- If the victim is a Kuwaiti national.

Article (10)
The Prime Minister and all the ministers

- each within his jurisdiction - must

implement this law, and it shall enter into

force as of the date it is published in the

official gazette.

Amir of Kuwait

Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah

Issued at Bayan Palace on: 7th Shawal 1414AH.

Corresponding to: 19th March 1994AD.
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